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‘

Kilmacanogue National
School seeks to foster a
welcoming environment
where every child will be
valued and cherished.
We will encourage and
guide every child to
develop their talents and
gifts while caring for each
other in the way Jesus
taught us. As a school
community, we value the
contribution of all our
members, respect their
uniqueness and respond
to their individual needs
in a caring and
supportive manner.

’

Ann Marie Bourke
Acting Principal

Trasna na dTonnta!

Dear Parents/Guardians/Families and Colleagues,
Dia dhaoibh! Вітаємо !
We have arrived at the summer holidays, which had seemed so far away a few
weeks ago. The summer solstice has come and gone, but we have many more long
days to enjoy over the next eight weeks or so. The week before last, we marked
the beginning of a new transition for the incoming Junior Infants when we met
them and their parents in the school hall for a Meet and Greet evening. Then last
Wednesday night we marked a new transition in the lives of our Sixth Class
students as they took part in a truly lovely graduation ceremony, a memorable
evening which we will cherish for a very long time.
Here follows Ms. Bourke’s Farewell Message to Sixth Class:
The end of another academic year is nigh and yet another transition is about to
begin. Life is indeed a whole series of different transitions, how true. This onward
journey from Primary to Post-Primary is a significant hallmark on life’s journey
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as our Sixth Class pupils enter the first major phase of
their young adolescent years. Many great nostalgic
memories and many very proud moments occurred as
we watched you grow into the young smart, kind and
thoughtful people that you are. As you embark on the
next chapter in your education, hold your heads high,
keep your light strong, believe in yourself and continue
to gain strength and courage from the support of those
who love you dearly.
New Beginnings:
First of all, you are entering a much larger environment
with many more pupils, new teachers and new subjects:
Fr, Ger, Spanish, Italian, Science, Metalwork,
Woodwork, Tech Graphics and others; this can be a
little bewildering in the beginning! Secondary School
has a much longer day; There will be many new friends
and the need to adapt to new peer groups; and of
course, you will have a new principal! New bosses!
However, by Christmas all of this change and
turbulence will have ceased and most pupils will have
made a smooth transition from one system to another;
so “cherish the kindlings of your dream” in the words
of Gaelic poet, Máirtín O Direáin, for this journey of
study and personal fulfilment is essentially about
waking up and being alive to the possibility of one’s
life for growth and development. The fuel for this
journey is of course, a good education. In the words of
Seamus Heaney:
“What looks the strongest has outlived its term/ The
future lies with what is affirmed from under”.
There will be new challenges, some pain, some
turmoil, some uphill struggles but what a preparation
for life. Remember what old William Shakespeare
wrote in As You Like It: “Sweet are the uses of
adversity”. Boris Pasternak, the Russian writer,
reminded us in similar fashion: “I don’t like people
who have never fallen or stumbled; their virtue is
lifeless and it isn’t of much value. Life hasn’t revealed
its beauty to them”. In other words, we know that
times of challenge and difficulty are essential to the
discovery of hidden capacities and talents in our
personalities, bringing the best out in us! Leonard
Cohen in one of his beautiful lyrics writes: “there’s a
crack in everything, that’s how the light gets in.”
The Power of Positive Thinking:
Above all, as we go forth into life and the larger world,
it is important to be positive, always looking on the
bright side and seeing the glass at least half-full. Kahlil
Gibran, the Lebanese poet puts it brilliantly: “Your

living is determined not so much by what life brings
to you as by the attitude you bring to life; not so
much by what happens to you as by the way your
mind looks at what happens”. In other words, it is
important to believe in ourselves and never say: “I
cannot do it”. Try saying, ‘I cannot do it, yet!’ With
dedication and self-belief, everything is possible.
Ralph Emerson, the American author/psychologist,
sums it up succinctly for us: “They conquer who
believe they can”.
Old Kilmac:
Old Kilmac has given you some solid foundations
for the future which you must build upon: In our
school ethos, we value greatly:
(i) hard work and honest endeavour; (ii) Yes, it
can be done, yes we can! Is féidir linn! Anna
Akhmatova, the Russian poet reminds us brilliantly:
“If I could only step outside myself and contemplate
the person that I am, I would know at last what envy
is”. What a positive statement of hope and
possibility !
(iii) Respect for others and making the world a
better place for others is surely a powerful source of
meaning; I quite like those lines of Robert Louis
Stevenson: “He looked for the best in others and
gave the best he had”.
(iv) Friendships: One is lucky in life if one has a
small number of genuine friends. Friendship is so
important for good mental health. The old Danish
philosopher, Soren Kierkegaard wrote: “The door to
happiness opens outward” COVID taught us the
importance of social connectedness and the
importance of friendships. Shakespeare reminds us:
“Those friends thou hast, and their adoption tried,
Grapple them to thy soul with hoops of steel”.
(Hamlet, Act 1, Scene 3. Polonius’ wise words
for his son Laertes, whom he tells to hold onto
friends that have shown themselves to be
trustworthy.)
Final Parting: Words taken from the great
American golfer, Arnold Palmer:
“If you think you are beaten you are,
If you think you dare not, you don’t.
If you would like to win, but think you can’t,
It’s almost certain you won’t.
Life’s battles don’t always go
To the stronger or fastest man/woman,
But sooner or later the man who wins,
Is the man/ woman who thinks he can”.
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Important Announcements
REVERTING TO NORMAL OFFICIAL SCHOOL OPENING
TIME OF 9.20A.M. ON 31ST AUGUST.
This means that school gates will be opened at 9.20 a.m.
and children will walk directly into their classrooms.
Children need to be supervised by their parents/guardians/
minders in the car park at all times for their safety.
• Dogs will no longer be allowed on the school premises for

a number of health and safety reasons. The Board of
Management of the school has received a number of
complaints about incidents, some of which relate to dog foul
on the school property.
th

th

• Sugar Loaf Summer Camp: runs from 4 to 15 July, from

9.15 to 1 p.m. daily with Ms. Burnham and Eva Hogan.
• Summer Inclusion Programme runs at Kilmacanogue

National School from 4th to 15th July from 9.15 a.m. to 1 p.m.
daily. This is for our pupils from Ukraine and Moldova.

Our Tony Lawlor Cup
Monday saw a window of weather that
allowed us to play off the Tony Lawlor
Cup. This is a Gaelic Football competition
that has run
in our school
for 38 years now! The two
teams in the final played a
great game and Tony
Lawlor himself was amongst
us to present the cup to
Killian Kearns’, captain of
the winning team, with his
vice-captain Cillian Flynn.
Tony has procured a brand
new silver trophy for the
Autumn, when we will break
with tradition and begin to run the Tony Lawlor Cup at
this time
annually.

Wednesday
June 29th,
School closing
for summer
holidays at midday.
Wednesday 31st August, School
reopens for children at 9.20 a.m.
Junior Infants to be collected at
midday each day until September 16th.
After this time, they revert to the
normal collection time of 2p.m. daily.

Barrettstown Camp
and Castle
We are very grateful to National
Broadband Ireland (NBI) for their
generous sponsorship of a trip to
Barrettstown Camp and Castle last week
for a very lucky group of children from
Senior Infants, 1st Class, 2nd Class, 3rd
Class and 5th Class. The children were
treated to lots of interesting activities like
art and drama. They also met the Late Late
Toy Show host once again, Ryan Tubridy,
who presented prizes to schools from
across the country. While we had already
won prizes in the county finals (Martin,
Antonii and Bella), we didn’t bring home
any national ones. However, we did bring
home 30 very happy children at the end of
the day! Thank you to Ms. Burnham for
working on the logistics of this trip!

Congratulations!
We are so impressed with Alex Tracey
who competed at the Downhill Mountain
Bike Championship in Germany!
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Green Schools
and Garden Update
A huge thank you to our Green School Committee: Patrick,
Sophia, Cillian, Bella Poppy and Kate and to Eva for her
loving care of the school garden
and the children growing and
blossoming in it!
The 125 trees we planted back in
November are thriving and very
happy in their beautiful
surroundings.
In the school vegetable garden,
we are growing; potatoes,
strawberries, onions, carrots,
lettuce, radishes and runner
beans.
We are looking forward to
harvesting some of these
crops in September!
In the school
pollinators garden we are growing: poppies,
sweet pea, Bachelors’ Buttons,
cornflowers, daisies, grasses of all
kinds, nasturtiums and frogs!
We have some very happy and
busy bees!
Our Little Orchard is flourishing too
with tiny apples, pears and plums
starting to appear.
To protect our beautiful
surroundings, we will only be weeding
by hand from now on rather than
using spray on weed killer so please
forgive our gardening groups if we
miss a weed or two.
‘What is a weed?
A plant whose virtues have not yet been discovered’
Ralph Waldo Emerson.

Fun Time
What kind of
tree can fit in
one hand?
A palm tree!

Which vegetable
do sailors hate
the most?
Leeks!

Congratulations!
We are delighted to hear that
Ben Dempsey from
2nd Class received
a commendation
in the 68th
Texaco Childrens’
Art Competition.
Well done Ben!
Perhaps we can view your art
work in the September
Newsletter.
https://
www.texacochildrensart.com/
PublishingImages/68TH%
20CA%202022%20Cert%
20of%20Comm%
20recipients%20for%20web%
20placement%2c%20June%
202022.pdf

Flying high
Our new
Green Flag
from An
Taisce and
our Amber
Flag from
Pieta are
finally flying
high
alongside our
National Flag
of Ireland on
our newly
erected
flagpoles at
the school. We are very proud
of who we are and of all our
achievements this year.

What do you do
when a lemon
gets sick?
You give it lemon-aid!
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Fond Farewells

Video links

We sadly say goodbye to the following families and
children who leave 6th Class and the school on June 29th:
the Barreto Family, Keiten; the Cunnane Family, Alex;
the Hunt Family, Dara; The Ivory Family, Riley; the
Kelly Family, Aisling; the Lavery Family, Saoirse; the
McBrearty Family, Grace; the Moran Family, Oscar; the
O’Reilly Family, Daisy; the Power Family, Ella; the
Prendergast Family, Hazel; the Tapley Family, Joe;
We also bid adieu to Sophia Kinsella, Bobby Farrar
and Harry Browne from 5th Class, Ryan Dempsey and
Laoise Flynn from 4th Class and Lana Power from 3rd
Class, who are all moving to other schools in the
Autumn. We wish all of our former pupils the very best as
they embark on their onward journey in their education
and their lives. Beannachtaí orthu go léir!

Please find a video link below of some of
the things we did this year in 5th Class.

https://drive.google.com/file/
d/1z_rQZkFUAWq2CMbO3FEiNL3VEg
RbJQsB/view?usp=sharing

Booklists will be emailed to all Parents/Guardians on
Wednesday, 29th. The children will also bring home a
hard copy of the booklist with their Recommended
Summer Reads that day.

Sponsored Walk
The Parents’ Association and all of you and your
families raised more than €4,500 Euro on June 1st. We
are all delighted that we are a step closer to our Eco
Room/Seomra which will serve as an extra learning hub
in the Autumn. Thank you to everyone involved in
these efforts. The Parents’ Association will be looking
for new recruits in September. Please contact Sonya
Draper, the present Chairperson of the PA, if you are
interested in helping out. Tel: 087 8686376

A wonderful storyteller
What a treat we had last Tuesday, on the
very day of the Summer Solstice, when we
engaged the wonderful storyteller, Niall De
Búrca, to entertain the children with four
storytelling workshops. Niall is one of
Ireland’s finest traditional storytellers. He was
raised in Galway and displayed a talent for
narrative from a young age. He has
performed all over the world in theatre, radio,
many festivals, including the National
Childrens’ Book Festival. His rich velvety
voice is unmistakable and he used it to great
effect in all of his stories, which ranged from
Irish mythology to the potato famine. These
workshops complement our New Primary
Language Curriculum beautifully.

Prize-giving and awards
Prize-giving and awards will be presented
at our final Assembly on Wednesday, 29th
June. Along with our Sports’ Awards, we
are recognising all the wonderful strengths
of character shown by your children
throughout the year. These children are
splendid and we are very privileged to work
with them every day. We appreciate this
gift of your children that we enjoy each day.

‘

Thank you sincerely, to all of my colleagues
who have worked so tirelessly throughout
the year, through all of the challenges that
we faced together. May we think back over
this year as its remembrance gives us
pleasure. Have a wonderful break!
Finally, may you all be safe over the
summer months, on farms, around water, on
the roads, and may we all meet again in the
Autumn, refreshed and ready to start a new
academic year together.
Slán agus beannacht!

’

Ann Marie Bourke, Acting Principal
5

Life around
our school
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Roll of Honour
Antoni Anis
Martin Anis
Keiten Barreto
Matthew Brady
Nicholas Carr
Eabha Conti
Alex Cunnane
Isabelle Draper
Luke Dunne
Cillian Flynn
Holly Gaskin
Dara Hunt
Riley Ivory
Killian Kearns
Aisling Kelly
Saoirse Lavery
Grace McBrearty
Ben Merrigan
Cian Moore
Katie Moore
Oscar Moran
Julieanne Mulligan
Darragh Murray
Sean Murray Quinn
Daisy O’Reilly
Lucas O’Sullivan
Ella Power
Hazel Prendergast
Darragh Redden
Tadhg Reynolds
Joseph Tapley
Lexie Tighe
James Ward
Emma Wylie
On behalf of 6th Class, I would like to thank
Mr. O'Connor, Rachel, Eva, all past and other
teachers and the SNAs. We would also like to
thank the support staff and the PA and Board of Management.
We would not go without thanking Ms. Bourke and Ms.
McCormack for all their help, support, encouragement and
fun throughout the years.
Éabha Conti
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