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May 2022 

Bealtaine 

Kilmacanogue National School, Kilmacanogue, Bray, Co. Wicklow. A98 D602. Ireland. 

Telephone: 01- 286 1934. Email: kilmacanoguens@gmail.com.  Twitter: @kilmacanoguens  

Ann Marie Bourke 

Acting Principal 

Kilmacanogue 
National School 

Dear Parents/Guardians/Families and Colleagues, 

Dia dhaoibh! Вітаємо ! 

 

What a beautiful time of the year we now behold around us. As the traditional 

Marian song goes, ‘Bring flowers of the fairest, bring blossoms the rarest, from 

garden and hillside and woodland and dale…..’ It is the month dedicated every 

year in the Catholic calendar to the Mother of Jesus, Mary, and understandably 

well chosen as it is a time of great hope and new life. 

This month is full of busy days. Our annual team sports’ activities are up and 

running at lunch breaks since Easter; flageolet (tin whistle) and Irish harp classes 

are underway and we will also be completing our standardised tests in Literacy 

and Numeracy over the next two weeks.  

The Goose Girl by Stanley Royle, that hangs in The National Gallery, Dublin. 

Kilmacanogue National 

School seeks to foster a 

welcoming environment 

where every child will be 

valued and cherished. 

We will encourage and 

guide every child to 

develop their talents and 

gifts while caring for each 

other in the way Jesus 

taught us. As a school 

community, we value the 

contribution of all our 

members, respect their 

uniqueness and respond 

to their individual needs 

in a caring and 

supportive manner.  

‘ 

’ 

mailto:kilmacanoguens@gmail.com
https://twitter.com/@kilmacanoguens
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Mindful of this, I think that it is important to 

reflect on what we mean by these tests and what 

they are expected to measure in our 

understanding of the abilities and aptitudes of 

our children. Of course, these tests provide us 

with some useful knowledge but the people who 

create them and score them, do not know each 

pupil like their teacher does and certainly not the 

way their families do. They do not know 

that some of the children speak two or 

more languages or that they love to 

sing or draw or play music. They 

have not seen the child’s natural 

talent for dancing or gymnastics 

or Gaelic football, soccer or 

rounders! They do not know that 

your children are kind, 

trustworthy and thoughtful and 

that every day they try their very 

best. They do not know that these 

pupils are well liked by their friends, that 

their laughter can brighten the darkest day or 

that they can be so caring and helpful with a 

little brother or little sister after school. They do 

not know what expert gardeners these children 

are proving to be. The scores you will get from 

these tests will tell you something but they will 

not tell you everything. These tests do not define 

the child. There are so many ways of being 

smart. Children are smart and have many 

intelligences. The children are the light that 

brightens our day here in the school and the 

reason that we, the staff, are happy to come to 

work each day. So, in the midst of all of these 

tests, remember that there’s no way to test all of 

the amazing and special gifts that make your 

children who they are. 

These standardised tests in English and 

Mathematics are aimed at measuring your 

child’s achievement compared to other children 

in schools at the same class or age level. You 

will never make important decisions about 

anyone who is a learner based on one piece of 

information and a Sten score from a standardised 

test is just one piece of information. It’s a very 

useful piece, but it’s only useful in comparison 

to other bits of information. A big advantage of 

standardised tests is that you can compare 

children from one place to another, and it gives 

us a sense of how they stand in comparison. 

They will thus allow us to teach our children 

better and as policymakers, they will let us 

make better decisions about our schools. 

 

Harvard Research and the Work of Howard 

Gardner- The Notion of Multiple 

Intelligences: 

Over recent decades, Professor Howard 

Gardner and his research team at Harvard 

University  have been looking at the 

current research in regard to insights 

and understandings of different 

intelligences. He is the foremost 

protagonist in stressing the role 

of environment in developing 

human intelligence and that 

intelligence is not just solely 

dependent on genetic 

inheritance.  Gardner suggests 

that our abilities/intelligences can 

be developed in at least seven areas 

and that each intelligence has one or 

more core operations. He argues that these 

intelligences do not act independently; they act 

in harmony, complementing one another. Here 

are his seven intelligences: 

(i)A Verbal/Linguistic Intelligence relates to 

our ability to work and use words and 

language; 

(ii) A Logical/Mathematical Intelligence 

deals with inductive and deductive reasoning, 

dealing with numbers and the recognition of 

abstract patterns. It is sometimes referred to as 

“scientific thinking”; 

(iii) A Visual/Spatial Intelligence relies on 

being able to visualise mental images/pictures/

patterns/buildings; architects and quantity 

surveyors rely on this particular intelligence; 

(iv)A Musical/Rhythmic Intelligence is 

based on the recognition of tonal patterns, 

including various sounds, rhythms and beats; 

musical talents require to be nurtured at an 

early age, hence why we endeavour to 

introduce pupils to a number of instruments 

with  musicians from the community. 

(v) A Bodily/Kinaesthetic Intelligence is 

related to physical movement and the 

knowledge/wisdom of the body. Gifted 

sportspeople have this intelligence in 

abundance and as we know, sport and physical 

education are so important for good mental 

health and wellbeing. 
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(vi) Interpersonal Intelligence operates 

primarily through person-to-person 

relationships and communication, an 

intelligence that is so important for working 

in teams/groups. Some people are extroverted 

and are very good at interacting with others 

and this is a key intelligence in so many 

different career categories; Others are quiet, 

reflective and we describe them as 

introverted. 

(vii)Intrapersonal Intelligence relates to 

inner states of being and self-awareness. 

There are those who have an extraordinary 

high level of self-reflection and self-

awareness. Poets, writers , composers, are 

often described as having high awareness and 

good self-reflection. 

 While Gardner’s Model of Multiple 

Intelligences (MI) can measure seven distinct 

intelligences, these multiple intelligences 

need to be understood, nurtured and 

developed to the fullest potential.  

 

Emotional Intelligence: 

When Daniel Goleman’s bestselling text 

Emotional Intelligence was first published in 

1995, most readers were not aware that the 

area of emotional and social intelligence had 

been the subject of scientific study and 

empirical research for many years previously. 

Emotional intelligence has long been known 

to be essential for our personal happiness, 

effective communication, social adeptness 

and adaptability, and, to control our emotions 

so that they work for and not against us. EQ 

then largely dovetails with Gardner’s sixth 

and seventh intelligence. The rational brain is 

our notion of a traditional intelligence 

involving knowing, thinking and reasoning 

and Goleman contends that IQ contributes 

about 20% to the factors that determine life 

success, which leaves 80% to other factors, 

one of which is EQ. There are indeed many 

variations on these percentages with many 

psychologists speaking in terms of a 

60%/40% divide. A key banner headline a 

short few years ago on the front page of Time 

magazine read: “IQ will get you the job and 

EQ will get you promotion”. Goleman thus 

posits the following key elements of an 

emotional and social intelligence as follows: 

(i)Knowing your emotions and having a 

greater self-awareness;  

(ii)Managing emotions and shaking off 

negative emotions. It is important to be able to 

“see the glass half-full”, to adopt positive 

attitudes and to be able to bounce back after 

adversity;  

(iii)Motivating and marshalling one’s emotions 

into more positive action. Being better able to 

focus on the task at hand with more self-control; 

(iv)The recognition of emotions in others in 

what we call the essential interpersonal skill of 

empathy; some people are very adept at seeing 

matters from the other’s perspective. Native-

Americans have a wonderful phrase for this 

ability of being able “to walk in the other’s 

moccasins”. 

(v) Handling relationships effectively suggests 

an ability to manage emotions in others. It 

undergirds leadership capability, popularity and 

interpersonal effectiveness. It makes for the good 

school captain/leader and it is essential for the 

“boss” who runs the school, the business to be 

adept in managing the emotions in others. 

Learning how to get along with others, how to 

motivate one self, how to persist in the face of 

life’s obstacles, how to work together towards a 

common goal are all features of an EQ 

curriculum.  

The bedrock of Goleman’s theory is that 

without emotional intelligence, it is impossible to 

achieve one’s academic potential for EQ 

represents a view of education that lays emphasis 

on the personal, pastoral and relational aspects of 

personality development. Goleman is thus of the 

view that in a time when too many children lack 

the capacity to handle their upsets, to listen or 

focus, to rein in impulse, to feel responsible for 

their work or care about learning, anything that 

will buttress these skills will help in their 

education. In this sense, an emotional literacy 

enhances schools’ ability to teach.   Education 

then cannot be confined to subject learning only 

but must include and embrace an 

understanding of multiple intelligences and of 

the pupil and his or her relationship with 

others. Thus, caring and teaching are mutually 

interdependent and inclusive of each other. In 

effect, to educate implies an explicit and implicit 

caring role with good understandings of IQ                     

and EQ. 
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Saturday morning,  

21st May, 10 a.m: 

First Holy Communion 

in St. Mochonόg’s Church, 

followed by traditional Communion 

breakfast and refreshments in the school hall. 

 

Sunday 29th May: 

Powerscourt Fête in field at front of St. Patrick’s Church of 

Ireland, Vintage Car Rally and featuring Junior 

Entrepreneurs from 5th Classes of all the schools of 

Enniskerry and Powerscourt parishes together. 

 

Wednesday, 1st June: 

Annual Sponsored Walk (Parents’ Association fundraiser for 

new Eco Learning Room for the school) 

 

REMEMBER: NO SCHOOL ON FRIDAY, 3RD JUNE AND 

MONDAY AND TUESDAY 6TH AND 7TH JUNE 2022. 

 

JUNIOR INFANT PARENT EVENING: Wednesday, 15th 

June, 7.30 p.m. 

 

Wednesday, 22nd June: 

6th Class Graduation at 7.30 p.m. at the school. 

 

Wednesday, 29th June: 

Summer Holidays begin at 12 midday! 

“Daffodil Day” Fundraiser 
Thank you to everyone who made donations to 

our Irish Cancer Society appeal on 8th April 

when we turned the school yellow. We raised 

€500! Well done to all of you and the children. 

Your efforts are greatly appreciated by those 

whose lives are touched by cancer. Your 

fundraising will help The Irish Cancer Society 

to promote awareness of cancer and conduct 

life-saving research. 

Reminders from the                 

Kilmac School Secretariat 
•  Please let the office know when 

your child is absent and the reason for 

this on any given day. Also, if you let 

us know in advance of an early pick-

up, then we can have your child ready 

to leave the building and thus help the 

office to run more efficiently. Thank 

you for your cooperation. 

 

•  A small number of children suffer 

with severe nut allergies. Therefore, 

foods which contain nuts are not 

permitted at our school. It is a nut free 

environment! 

 

•  Mobile phones are not permitted at 

school. If you have a specific need in 

this regard, please discuss with Acting 

Principal. 

 

•  Please provide sun protection/

cream/hats etc…for your child as we 

will be outdoors a great deal during 

these last weeks. 

 

•  School Uniform Policy: earrings 

are NOT to be worn at school, 

INCLUDING STUD EARRINGS. It is 

parents’/guardians’ responsibility to 

encourage your children in this regard.  

 

•   Trόcaire box appeal: please 

RETURN ALL TRÓCAIRE boxes to 

the school office as soon as possible. 

THANK YOU! 

School Tour Dates 
Friday 20th May, 1st Class: The Forest Club, 

Belmont Demesne, Templecarrig, Co. Wicklow 

Monday 23rd May, 2nd Class: The Forest Club, 

Belmont Demesne, Templecarrig, Co. Wicklow 

Tuesday 24th May, Senior Infants: Kia Ora Farm, 

Gorey, Co. Wexford. 

Friday 10th June, Junior Infants: Glenroe Farm, 

Kilcoole, Co. Wicklow.  

Tuesday, 14th June, 3rd Class: Alive Outside, 

Kilruddery, Bray, Co. Wicklow. 

Wednesday 15th June, 4th Class: Alive Outside, 

Kilruddery, Bray, Co. Wicklow. 

Thursday 16th June, 6th Class: Alive Outside, 

Kilruddery, Bray, Co. Wicklow. 

Friday 17th June, 5th Class: Alive Outside, 

Kilruddery, Bray, Co. Wicklow. 

Please check with your class teacher for all details 

in relation to your child’s tour. 
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Library Update 
We are thrilled to have our school library up 

and running to full capacity once again. 

Michelle Hammond and Virginia Bunce, in 

particular, have worked very hard to restore 

services so that the children can once again 

borrow books on a weekly basis. We await a 

delivery of books in Ukrainian 

language and Arabic for our 

native speakers of these 

languages also. As 

mentioned in the April 

Newsletter, we hope to 

increase our stock of 

Gaelic language books for 

the library also and encourage children to 

read a little more in their own native tongue. 

The long summer days ahead should give us 

all lots of opportunity to read more books. 

Let us also make use of our fantastic public 

libraries who provide some online literacy 

programmes that are free of charge! 

A Big Welcome 
We welcome Danylo, Pavlo, 

Mark and Amaliia from 

Ukraine to our school 

community and hope that they 

will be very happy in our lovely school. 

Zlata, Maria, Damira, Alice, Martin and 

Antonii have already paved the way for 

them and helped to support their settling 

in period. Céad míle fáilte romhaibh! 

Extracurricular Activities 

Harp classes began with renowned harper, 

Rachel Duffy this week. Four students are 

learning this beautiful instrument at present, but 

we hope that we will have more pupils for the 

Autumn intake.  

 

Flageolet classes began in 4th, 5th and 6th Classes 

last week. Tim Doyle regaled the children of these 

classes with his improvisational approach to the 

tin whistle. This is a very worthwhile experience 

for the children. 

 

Knitting Group is 

full to capacity now 

and continues on 

Wednesdays after   

school in Ms. 

Burnham’s 

classroom. 

 

Guitar Lessons 

also continue to be 

enjoyed  on Wednesday afternoons in                            

Mr. O’Farrell’s room. 

Supporting your Child to build Healthy Friendships and Relationships 

Virtual sessions taking place during the week of the 16th of May 2022 

 
A programme delivered by National Parents Council Primary 

All adults and children struggle with friendships at some point in their lives, would you 

like to learn more about supporting your child to make and sustain healthy friendships? 

Register now to find out how best to support your child to build healthy friendships and 

relationships. 

 The National Parents Council are running these sessions virtually via Zoom, Monday 

the 16th to Thursday the 19th at 10am and 7.30pm and on Friday the 20th at 10am 

 

Click here to register https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/RSE-Session1-May2022 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/RSE-Session1-May2022
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Green Schools Update 

An Taisce have awarded us 

with our Green Flag for 

Water.  

The Flag will be arriving 

before 25th May. We will be 

sending you details 

soon about 

our online Green Flag Award 

Ceremony on May 25th at 11am. An 

Taisce will be inviting us,  the Green-

Schools Committee and the whole 

school community to attend virtually. 

The ceremony will last approximately one 

hour.This will be the third Green Flag for 

KNS in recognition of our Green School 

Campaigns for Litter and Waste, Energy and 

now Water. The awareness amongst the 

children and staff of water as a precious 

resource was admired by Green Schools, so 

well done everyone and a special thanks to 

our Green Schools Committee; Patrick,

 Sophia, Cillian, Poppy, Bella and Kate.  

     Ms. Denvir and Ms. Burnham  

Biodiversity in Schools Team 
We are absolutely delighted to have been entered 

in the Nature Hero Awards - Ireland's first, 

standalone outdoor learning award for 

schools.This celebrates students and staff who go 

that extra mile to help biodiversity. It’s never been 

more important than right now. With the generous 

and innovative support of Glenveagh Homes, 

these awards are being rolled out across 

Ireland.The Nature Hero Award is a mark 

of excellence for a school that recognises 

exceptional work to create an educational 

space that nurtures a love of nature, develops 

a knowledge of our biodiversity and encourages 

action to help it locally. 

Kilmacanogue National School may win 

a school garden upgrade worth €10,000 thanks 

to Glenveagh Homes. Fingers still crossed here! 

'Our journey towards 

achieving our Amber 

Flag is drawing to a 

close. We have 

implemented some 

wonderful ideas 

throughout the school, 

which will become a 

permanent fixture and a great asset for the 

children of Kilmacanogue NS for years to come. 

   Mr .O’Farrell and Mr. O’Connor. 

Anti-bullying Policy 
We are updating this policy at present and have 

circulated a draft copy to the Parents’ Association 

committee and all of the staff and Board of 

Management for consultation. We hope to ratify 

this policy when feedback has been finalised 

from all parties by the middle of June. 

Parents Association 
The Parents’ Association held a meeting on 

Wednesday 11th May in the school. Among many 

other things, they are planning the Annual 

Sponsored Walk for 1st June and aim to raise 

funds for an Eco Room at the school, which 

would act as an innovative learning hub. 

We are all very excited about this project. This 

PA has incredible energy and drive to succeed. 

We know that everyone will row in behind them to 

achieve our shared vision for this creative and 

strategic new learning space

Amber Flag for Positive  

Mental Health and Well-Being 

Please find a video link below of some of the 
things we did in Term Two of 5th Class. 
 
https://drive.google.com/file/

d/1vl7BQWXRYavHbL1mr1-dtndpxJT6f4nG/

view?usp=sharing 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1vl7BQWXRYavHbL1mr1-dtndpxJT6f4nG/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1vl7BQWXRYavHbL1mr1-dtndpxJT6f4nG/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1vl7BQWXRYavHbL1mr1-dtndpxJT6f4nG/view?usp=sharing
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Cumann na mBunscol 
Cumann na mBunscol is an autonomous National 

Federation of Primary Schools promoting Gaelic 

Games in an educational context, having affiliated 

to it County and Provincial Primary Schools 

Committees. The philosophy of Cumann na 

mBunscol is to promote Gaelic games in an 

atmosphere of fun and enjoyment. 

This promotional work has been co-ordinated 

by Cumann na mBunscol for almost fifty years, 

and nowadays, over 100,000 school children 

participate in the activities. 

A wide range of opportunities and activities for 

all children is provided with equal opportunities for 

boys and girls to participate. Activities include 

boys' and girls football, hurling, camogie, handball, 

rounders, athletics, mini-sevens, inter class 

leagues, quizzes, projects, skill award schemes 

and blitzes. 5th and 6th Classes at Kilmacanogue 

National School have recently participated in a 

number of football blitzes at Bray Emmets 

club. Thank you to all of the parents who helped 

with transport and other support. Sincere thanks to 

Ms. Quinn for organising the events with the 

Cumann na mBunscol committee, and to Ms. 

Hickey and Mr. O’Connor and Rachel Dunne for 

attending and supporting the children on those fun

-filled and exciting days.  
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As promised in the 

April Newsletter, we 

share with you here 

the comments of 

Judge, Dr. Eoin 

Syron, on the 5th 

Class project which 

was entitled Which 

Kind of Water is Best 

for Growing Plants? 

Dr. Syron stated that the students 

in 5th class had conducted great work 

investigating the many different aspects of water 

quality and its interactions with the world around 

us, looking at topics such as pollutants in water, 

miscibility with oil and buoyancy.  They also 

investigated the impact of different kinds of 

water on the growth rate of sunflowers. Ensuring 

that all sunflower seeds were provided with the 

same conditions apart from the water used for 

irrigation. The students observed that the 

sunflower which was watered with rain water 

grew taller.  A suggestion for future work is to 

measure the height of each sunflower either daily 

or 3 times a week. This would allow for some 

data analysis and a chart/graph could be plotted 

showing the different growth rates. 

6th Class also conducted very interesting 

research with their Science Blast project.  

They investigated their own class’s learning 

behaviour by comparing the preference for 

learning maths in the morning or in the afternoon. 

The class performed a class poll at the start of 

their study and investigated the reasons why 

students had a preference for one over the other. 

Maths was taught in the morning for the first 

term and in the afternoon for the second and the 

students conducted another poll at the end of their 

study which showed a preference for the morning 

session. The 6th Class made a presentation of 

their findings and concluded that learning maths in 

the mornings was better due to higher 

concentration levels. Some children, however, 

preferred the afternoon due to access to iPAds. 

Discussions surrounding the reasons for 

preferences for morning or afternoon made the 

children more aware of factors that influence their 

own learning 

ESB Science Blast is a non-competitive 

initiative which aims to support the development 

of core science and maths skills in primary school 

children as set out in the primary school 

curriculum. The purpose of the judging experience 

is to ensure that the students have the opportunity 

to discuss their work and receive feedback from 

someone who works in a STEM related field.  

Science Foundation 

Ireland run an 

award each year for 

excellence in STEM 

(Science, Technology, Engineering 

and Maths) subjects.  

This year Kilmacanogue National School 

has made an application for the award. The 

application process requires 25 pieces of 

evidence in the form of videos, 

photographs, slideshows, write ups, 

podcasts etc. of the children’s hands on 

engagement in all four STEM subjects.  

The children in KNS engage in so many 

inquiry-based STEM activities I was spoilt 

for choice!  

The application was sent in in late April 

and we are eagerly awaiting the outcome in 

June.  

Let’s keep our fingers and toes crossed 

until then……………. Ms. Burnham  

 
Why are elevator 

jokes so good? 

They work on so 

many levels! 

 

What’s worse than 

finding a worm in 

your apple? 

Finding half a worm in                     

your apple! 

Fun Time 

 
Why do bees have 

sticky hair? 

Because they use 

honeycombs! 
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Life around 
    our school 
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