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Kilmacanogue National 

School seeks to foster a 

welcoming environment 

where every child will be 

valued and cherished. 

We will encourage and 

guide every child to 

develop their talents and 

gifts while caring for each 

other in the way Jesus 

taught us. As a school 

community, we value the 

contribution of all our 

members, respect their 

uniqueness and respond 

to their individual needs 

in a caring and 

supportive manner.  
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Kilmacanogue 
National School 

Dear Parents/Guardians/Families and Colleagues, 

Dia dhaoibh! Вітаємо ! 

Since our last Newsletter issued, the Spring Equinox has occurred (21st March). 

This is a time for sowing and planting the seeds of hope. We are emerging from 

Lent and approaching Easter, which is one of the most important times in the 

Christian calendar. It is a time of hope, renewal, growth and a time of greater 

unfolding in nature. Life unfolds everywhere at its own rate. There is no way of 

knowing how the seed we have planted is doing. We can’t dig it up each day 

and check it out. We have to be patient, to be hopeful, and to trust. That is the 
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great lesson of sowing, learning to wait, learning to let life take its course. There may be 

plenty of inner stirrings, but we must trust what we cannot see. The sower must trust the 

process, wait, believe, be patient and hope, and in the end, the sower is rewarded with 

surprise. The famous artist, Marc Chagall, once noted: “In art as in life, everything is 

possible as long as it is based on love”. For sowing is an affirmation that everything is 

possible as long as it is based on love.  

The sower feels the breeze caressing her skin, 

listens to the leaves rustling in the wind, looks at 

the morning dew adorning the spider’s web and 

watches the night give way to day and season 

give way to season. The sower says yes to life. 

The sower marvels to see the power of life 

pushing up the buds from the earth. Even though 

that is exactly what the sower is expecting to 

happen, it is always a surprise to see the soil 

responding to the sun above and the moisture 

below, to see the first blades of green pushing up 

through the soil as in recent weeks, the plant 

strengthening and growing, the crop thickening 

on the stem or the fruit swelling on the branches. 

It all happens in its own time. No butterfly in its chrysalis has a timekeeper. She waits 

and waits and has to hand herself over to the unfolding process of life through creation.  

As educators we are all sowers who sow the seeds for the future. I quite like the 

metaphor of the gardener who fertilizes and waters the soil, prunes and props young 

plants, and removes the rank weeds from around the stem. And after we have done all of 

this, if the weather is propitious, the teacher trusts the natural growth of that which is 

inherent in the seed.  

The late Brendan Kennelly wrote that the educator’s role was to “coax out the ego 

of the pupil into the light of day with love, empathy and enthusiasm”. Real change, 

the kind of change that affects the mind and heart and that truly makes the world a better 

place, is not instant; it is slow, it is like the seed coming to life in the earth at Easter time; 

we must be patient and we must travel with hope. The metaphor of the gardener is an 

indication of the care given to each pupil in the making, in order that the natural process of 

growth may reach its culmination suggesting a learning environment of acceptance, 

encouragement and empathic understanding. 

This Friday, 8th April, 

Turn the School Yellow 

Non-Uniform (wear something yellow) 

Irish Cancer Society Fundraiser 

(in lieu of Daffodil Day). €2 donation. 

 

Easter Holidays begin at midday. 

(11.45a.m. for Junior and Senior Infants) 

Return to school on Monday, 25th April. 

 

Remember, when we return to school, the first 

weekend back is the May Public Holiday weekend, 

Monday 2nd May. 

“In art as in life, everything is possible                     

as long as it is based on love.” 
Marc Chagall 

A Big Welcome 
We welcome Damira and Alice 

in 2nd Class, Maria and Zlata in 

3rd Class and Martin and 

Anthony in 6th Class. We hope 

that they will be happy in our lovely 

school. Some pupils have already invited 

the children to their homes for birthday 

gatherings and visits. It is heart-warming 

to see the kindnesses that are 

underpinning the fabric of each day. 
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Our Seachtain na Gaeilge 
Seachtain na Gaeilge does seem like a 

very long week indeed! We hope to 

continue to use some of the phrases that 

were practised in Irish during the past 

month – frása an lae (phrase of the day), 

Gaeilgeoir an lae and seanfhocail are 

going to continue as part of our Gaeilge 

policy throughout the school.  

We finally enjoyed our Céilí Mόr last 

week. Perhaps the most popular dance 

was An Dreoilín, which reminded me 

very much of a Garth Brooks line dance! 

Bhaineamar an-taitneamh as!  

Fundraising 
Thank you to all of you for your 

incredible generosity in 5th Class’ 

recent fundraiser for the Red Cross 

for Ukraine (remember all those 

sunflowers that were planted by 

Maria, Bella and Zoe?). All of us 

together raised €2,000. This has 

now been transferred to the Red 

Cross who are endeavouring to bring relief to 

people in dire need in Ukraine. Our prayers are 

with them all. 

Once again, deep gratitude to the Parents’ 

Association who have informed us that the 

fundraiser for Down Syndrome Day brought 

in €500. Thank you to all who helped in any 

way. Finding odd socks to wear wasn’t too 

difficult! 

A Piper’s Soul 
What an absolute treat to have 

been exposed to the depths of the 

heart of the highly talented piper, 

Joe McKenna (formerly of De 

Dannan) who played his Uilleann 

Pipes for us. There is a symbiotic 

relationship between the piper and 

his pipes: the piper’s soul is drawn 

out by the pipes and in turn, we 

hear what the piper draws out of 

the pipes. This was a unique 

experience, just as each set of 

pipes is unique, drawing us closer 

to our traditional roots. Joe also 

played various whistles, some of 

which he had made himself. We 

were very impressed by what he 

describes as the longest whistle in 

Ireland which he had made using 

the pipe of an old vacuum cleaner! 

It was a pleasure also to hear how 

he could make his button accordion 

produce such music that many of 

the children simply had to get up 

and dance to the tunes!   

Knitting Group continues on 

Wednesdays after school in 

Ms. Burnham’s classroom.  

 

Guitar Lessons are strumming away 

also on Wednesday afternoons in 

Mr. O’Farrell’s room. 

Extracurricular Activities 
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Confirmation Day 
The Confirmation day passed off beautifully. The 

Papal Nuncio, Archbishop Jude Thaddeus Okolo 

officiated at the ceremony alongside Fr. Hyacinth 

and Fr. Michael. The 6th Class children were 

simply splendid and we hope that their lives will 

be filled in abundance with the gifts of the Holy 

Spirit. The 5th Class choir sang with such 

enthusiasm and flair and in so doing enhanced the 

ceremony tenfold. Enormous thanks to the Parents’ 

Association for the refreshments that they 

provided after the ceremony at the Parish Hall and 

for their organising the photographer for the event 

and the treat bags for the 5th Class choir. The PA 

also organised a beautiful Confirmation Cake 

which was served the following week in the 

classroom when we had the delight of seeing the 

Confirmation Class wear their lovely Confirmation 

clothes to school. Thank you to the Parish Council 

for all of their support in preparation and planning 

along the way.  

Library Update 
We are thrilled to have our school 

library up and running to full 

capacity once again. Michelle 

Hammond and Virginia Bunce have 

worked very hard to restore services 

so that the children can once again 

borrow books on a weekly basis. 

After Easter we will have books in 

Ukrainian language and Arabic for 

our native speakers of these 

languages also. Indeed we hope to 

increase our stock of Gaelic 

language books for the 

library also and 

encourage children to 

read a little more in their 

own native tongue. 

First Confession/Reconciliation 
2nd Class received their Sacrament of First 

Penance/Reconciliation last Wednesday, 30th 

March. This was a simple and beautiful ceremony 

for the children. It was lovely that so many parents 

were able to be there as the ceremony took place 

during school hours. Thank you to Mr. O’Farrell 

for helping to prepare the children so well and to 

Fr. Hyacinth and Fr. Michael for their kindly way 

with the children. This sacrament is a very 

important precursor to the First Holy Communion 

which will take place on 21st May at 10a.m. 

GAA News 
We are delighted to have our GAA activities up and 

running again. There will be a number of football 

blitzes to look forward to at the end of April and 

beginning of May for the boys and girls in 5th and 6th 

class to take part in - we will confirm the times and 

dates shortly. The children of 6th class competed in a 

Gaelic Football Skills test and displayed wonderful 

abilities in hand passing, soloing and shooting. We 

were very proud of Hazel Prendergast, Emma Wylie, 

Darragh Murray, Killian Kearns & Tadhg Reynolds 

who represented the school at the regional skills test in Bray Emmets GAA club. Congratulations 

and good luck to Emma and Killian who now go on to the WIcklow final with the chance of 

playing in Croke Park lying in wait for the lucky qualifiers! 



 5 

Green Schools Update 

   Garden Update 
 

Click the link below to see what is going on in the school garden. 

Any donations of left over seeds, bulbs, compost, gardening gloves etc. would be very welcome. 

Thank you. 

 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1TykpsOMF160fP3zOzamxEUzuHMpa8pL-/view?usp=sharing 

The great news from Green Schools is that our 

application for our Green Flag for Water has been 

completed and sent in to Green Schools Ireland 

for their approval.  

As part of our application Mr. Jim Callery, from 

Wicklow County Council, came for our renewal 

visit. He was absolutely delighted with all the work 

the school has been doing to learn about water, 

the animals who depend on it for their habitat, our 

use of water, how we can conserve water and 

how we can look after the water we use. He was 

impressed by the variety of water related science 

experiments that have been done throughout the 

school. Mr Callery was given a guided tour of the 

school garden and saw all of the 

newly planted trees for which 

he had helped us to acquire 

a grant.  He is a keen 

gardener himself and he 

was able to give us lots 

of helpful hints and tips.  

He spent some time with 

5th class and was very 

Millie, Deanna, Ms Burnham, 

Sophia, Patrick and Jim Callery 

from Wicklow County Council. 

23
rd

 March 2022.  

Patrick, Poppy Bella, Sophia and Kate from 

The Green School Committee  

impressed by their ideas around water 

conservation. Jim praised the children for 

expressing their view that the best invention for 

keeping our seas and oceans clean is ourselves’ 

taking responsibility for our environment.  

He sent this email after his visit.  

‘I really enjoyed the visit.  It was clear that the 

pupils took pride in their work on the programme 

and that you had facilitated their input and ideas 

into what was done. Lovely to see such a strong 

and interesting green schools campaign. 

Well done!’  

Regards, Jim. 

 

So fingers crossed that we’ll hear from Green 

Schools Ireland – An Taisce very soon. 

In the meantime, we’ll all be keeping the 

Green Flag flying in everything we do. 

Best wishes,  

Ms Denvir, Ms Burnham and the Green 

School Committee.  

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1TykpsOMF160fP3zOzamxEUzuHMpa8pL-/view?usp=sharing
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Kilmacanogue National 

School is soon to 

receive a trophy to 

acknowledge the 

work that has gone 

in to their 

investigation work 

for their Science 

experiments for this non

-competitive initiative. 

Science Blast aims to support the 

development of core science and maths skills in 

primary school children as set out in the 

primary school curriculum. The purpose of the 

judging experience is to ensure that the students 

have the opportunity to discuss their work and 

receive feedback from someone who works in a 

STEM related field. The children found the 

experience both positive and encouraging. We 

just have room for 4th Class here, but will 

feature 3rd Class (Ms. Montgomery) and 5th 

Class (Ms. Burnham) in the next issue. 

 

Here follows the feedback for Ms. 

Wolohan’s 4th Class project which is entitled 

‘What type of water freezes quicker’? 

 

 This was judged by Dr. Daniela Boehm. 

The class had a clear research question and 

prediction and undertook several trials to 

observe the freezing of different water 

samples at various sample time points. 

They presented their findings in the form of 

beautifully crafted posters describing the project 

and its findings with the help of photos, hand-

drawn pictures and graphs. These were very 

artistic and beautifully designed while 

communicating their project very clearly – Dr. 

Boehm was extremely impressed. The children 

also made a great presentation of their study, 

taking turns explaining the different parts of 

their study. An excellent job as science 

communicators! 

Especially when talking directly with the 

different groups while viewing the posters, Dr. 

Boehm had the impression that the children 

had really launched into this project with great 

passion and dedication. They had ideas on 

what other types of water to include (e.g. 

sparkling) and they discussed additional 

aspects which could be considered such as 

measuring the temperatures of the water 

samples before placing them in the freezer. 

While the results did not quite confirm their 

prediction that sea water would freeze the 

slowest, the children had made further 

observations that it seemed to take these 

samples longer to start freezing but then they 

froze more quickly. They were also well aware 

of the practical applications of using salt to 

reduce ice on roads. The students conducted 3 

trials and changed their experimental 

procedure after their 1st trial when samples 

froze too quickly by modifying the freezer 

temperature and the observation time points.  

They evidenced great scientific method by 

repeating their experiments and also made the 

experience which scientists are frequently 

faced with: having to modify experiments 

when you obtain your first set of results and 

realize that things did not work out as planned. 

But this does not seem to have dampened 

the children’s enthusiasm at all. 

The class also had plenty 

of other science-related 

ideas and questions and Dr. 

Boehm said that it was a 

delight to interact with them. 

Curiosity, teamwork, creativity 

– this 4th Class demonstrated 

many of the traits required of a 

scientist. Dr. Boehm hopes that 

they will continue to pursue 

scientific questions with such great 

vigour! 
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Perhaps the most exciting event of the year was the visit on Monday 

4th April from one of Ireland’s best loved TV and radio presenters, 

Ryan Tubridy. Ryan has teamed up with National Broadband Ireland 

for the promotion of their National Schools’ competition, Imagine the 

Future. The children of 1st Class (Ms. Denvir), 5th Class (Ms. 

Burnham) and 6th Class (Mr. O’Connor) entered the competition and 

are hoping to make it to the finals which take place in June. The 

children have to produce a piece of art work that reflects their vision 

for the schools of the future, keeping in mind that technology can 

work positively to help to sustain nature. RTE and NBI filmed the 

children for RTE NEWS TODAY and for NBI promotions as they 

engaged in their projects and talked about their work and vision. 

There is no doubt that Ryan brings a little bit of Toy Show magic 

wherever he goes and this was evident when he walked into the 

classrooms and immediately conversed so naturally with the children 

therein. 

Afterwards he came to our Assembly outside and spoke through 

our new outdoor public address system to all of the school gathered 

there, working the crowd admirably. He promised the children a night 

free from homework which was met with loud cheers from the 

crowd, to which he added the words, ‘free at last, free 

at last!’ It was a truly happy day! 

Our Vision for the 

Schools of the Future 

and a bit of Magic! 
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Life around 
    our school 



 9 



 10 


