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The Irish hare (Lepus timidus hibernicus), Giorria éireannach, often associated
with the month of March (the mad March hare) is one of three lagomorphs found
on the Island of Ireland and the only native lagomorph.
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‘

Kilmacanogue National
School seeks to foster a
welcoming environment
where every child will be
valued and cherished.
We will encourage and
guide every child to
develop their talents and
gifts while caring for each
other in the way Jesus
taught us. As a school
community, we value the
contribution of all our
members, respect their
uniqueness and respond
to their individual needs
in a caring and
supportive manner.

’

Dear Parents/Guardians/Families and Colleagues,
A chairde,
And so, we have already reached the middle of March, which is hard
to believe. It is a time when we consider what it means to be Irish as
we are about to celebrate St. Patrick’s Day on Thursday 17th this week.
When we speak in general terms about what it means to be Irish, we
sometimes refer to our extraordinary altruism at the heart of the Irish
soul. We see this particularly in our response to tragic world crises like
the one being lived through at present in Eastern Europe and Ukraine.
We might also consider our remarkable facility with words and
language-a remarkable creativity in Irish culture when we think of the
rich output of our poets, novelists, playwrights, composers, song
writers and artists. We can indeed argue with great pride that we have
no history of imperialism to bedevil our relations with other nations,
peoples; this non-superiority of our race is a key defining feature of
Irish identity and heritage.
It is true to say that we have a major preoccupation with history,
with place and the past in our songs, poetry and in our literature. Our
Commemorations of last year and this year remind us constantly of
this rich history and heritage.
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It is also true to say that we are at our best in the face of adversity - resilience
and endurance are some of the key defining features in the Irish psyche. Irish
History with its litany of conquests, defeated idealism, religious persecution, the
silencing of one language and the imposition of another, the legacy of famine and
the lamentation of emigration and exile-have all contributed to building a
resilience of character in the tribe and those unquenchable qualities of renewal
and rebirth that lie in the human heart.
In our school, we try to engender a love of
‘In our school, we try to engender a love of Ireland
Ireland and a pride in being Irish
and a pride in being Irish encouraging a love of the
encouraging a love of the Gaelic
Gaelic Language, playing our Gaelic games, having
Language, playing our Gaelic games,
a proper appreciation of the beauty of our
having a proper appreciation of the beauty
surrounding environs of the Sugar Loaf. ‘
of our surrounding environs of the Sugar
Loaf. During the pandemic, we all took
time to reflect on our experience of this tsunami in our lives and never again to
take for granted the freedom and joy of a walk in the beauty of our surrounding
districts here in North Wicklow.
So, on this St. Patrick’s Day let us be proud of our Irishness and know that
being Irish can often be a passport that gains access not just to countries, but to
the hearts and minds of so many different peoples and cultures across the world. It
is an amazing calling card and it is a badge that each of us wears with pride. Being
Irish means that our nationality is never a burden. It is the opposite. It lifts us up.
It provides a sense of belonging and in the darkest of times, it gives us a feeling of
hope. In short, we are simply saying that being Irish means that each one of us is
someone who calls Ireland “home” with great pride and uplift.

Dates for your Diary

REMINDER
NO SCHOOL on Thursday
17th, Friday 18th and Monday
21st March.
We will see you all again on
Tuesday morning, 22nd
March.

Tuesday 22nd March: World Down Syndrome
Day, Parents’ Association fundraiser, donation of
€2, all to wear odd socks to school. Non uniform
day!
Friday 8th April: Cancer Support Fundraiser, €2
donation if possible; turning the school yellow that
day, non-uniform day, but if you wish to wear it
there is no problem whatsoever.
Easter holidays begin at 11.45 a.m. for Junior and
Senior Infants; holidays begin at midday for 1st to
6th Classes.
6th Class may wear their Confirmation clothes on
Tuesday, 22nd also. School uniform/tracksuit may
be brought in order to change back later. Parents’
Association has organised a little party for 6th
Class in their classroom.
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Sunflowers for Hope
The fundraiser for the people of Ukraine took
place in the school on Friday last. Thanks in
particular to the extraordinary efforts of three
students from 5th Class, Maria Dwyer, Zoe Brennan
and Bella Bunce. We have reached more than
€1,600 with more donations still coming in. The
money raised will be sent directly to the Red Cross.
The hundreds of sunflower seeds that were potted
by these girls and brought home by the children will
hopefully bloom in a few months’ time as a
reminder of the hope for and love of life and
freedom. Thank you to all of the children and their
wonderful parents for their remarkable generosity.

A Big Welcome
We are delighted to welcome our first child from Ukraine,
Alice, who is joining Mr. O’Farrell’s Second Class on
Wednesday. Hannah Dempsey (Senior Infants) and her
family are providing a warm and loving refuge for Alice
and her parents and siblings. There are other families in
our community who are also hosting refugees at present
and nest week, we will be welcoming four more children
from Ukraine into other classes around the school. We
know that they will be made to feel welcomed here by the
whole community.

Anyone for knitting?
Seachtain na
Gaeilge
Seachtain na Gaeilge activities were
planned with great enthusiasm by Mrs. Davenport
and all of the Múinteoirí. Today we enjoyed the Seό
Talainne outside, amuigh faoin aer with the
welcome aid of our brand new wifi speaker. More
about Seachtain na Gaeilge in the next issue. We
have postponed our Céilí Mόr till next week as the

weather let us down yesterday!

Guitar lessons
Guitar lessons with Mr. O’Farrell will begin
after school on Wednesday, 23rd March. Please
let us know if you have a guitar that you can
bring to the class that day. The lessons will
take place in Mr. O’Farrell’s room.

Ms. Burnham will be facilitating knitting
classes after school on Wednesdays, beginning
30th March for any student from 1st -6th Class.
You will need a pair of knitting needles (size 4
or thicker) and a ball of wool. Bring them
along, otherwise they will be provided. Bring
a craft bag or ziplock bag with your name on
it. Also, bring an extra drink
and a small snack (an apple
or a biscuit). Simply
email the school to say
that you would like to
join in.

Science Blast is well underway for
children from 3rd to 6th Classes.
More about this in our next issue in April.
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Confirmation
Update
Confirmation takes
place tomorrow,
Wednesday, at 11
a.m. in St.
Mochonόg’s church.
We were delighted
and honoured to
receive a visit from
Pope Francis’
representative in
Ireland, Papal
Nuncio Archbishop
Jude Thaddeus Okolo last Tuesday when he
popped in to meet 6th Class for an amiable chat. He
told us that he should have been attending a synod
of bishops that day but the had decided that
meeting with these young people was more
important to him. Archbishop Okolo will celebrate
the Confirmation Ceremony with these young
people tomorrow. Thank you to Fr. Hyacinth for
coordinating this interesting visit.
Fr. Hyacinth also organised the distribution of
ashes at the school on Ash Wednesday with Breda
Connolly and Fr. Michael, marking the beginning
of Lent and reminding us to turn away from what
is not right and to believe the Gospel or good news
of Jesus Christ.

Green Schools Update

Garden Update
Here in Kilmacanogue National School every
window sill is home to growing flower bulbs,
sunflowers, sweet pea and vegetables of all
kinds all waiting patiently for milder weather to
arrive. They will then be transferred by caring
hands and green fingers to the prepared beds
and borders in the school garden.
We would like to thank The Incredible
Edibles Team at Agri Aware, Woodies,
Innocent Smoothies and Re-Create for sending
us starter kits and growing kits to help us on our
way.
Our plan is to send them all photographs of
our garden in bloom later in the Spring so that
they can see the great work going on.
Huge thanks to Eva and her little gardeners
throughout the school.
‘The glory of gardening: hands in the dirt,
head in the sun, heart with nature. To nurture a
garden is to feed not just the body, but the soul’.
Alfred Austin 1835- 1913.

Congratulations to Sophia, Artyem and Eva for their
prize winning entries to the Water Competition.
They came up with some fantastic ways of reusing the water found in the tumble dryer condenser
including; car washing, plant watering and using the
water to fill ice packs to keep Summer picnics cool.

As our work on water awareness and
conservation continues around the school we are
looking forward to our visit from Jim Callery from
Wicklow County Council on 23rd March. He will
help and guide us towards gaining our Green Flag
for Water from An Taisce.
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Finally, I leave you with this deeply poignant piece of writing by Ava Sands in 5th Class, which earned
an award in the Enniskerry Welcomes writing competition recently. Little did Ava know at the time of
writing back in December just how apt her words would be for March 2022.
Have a wonderful St. Patrick’s Day tomorrow everyone. See you all on the 22nd.
Lá Fhéile Pádraig sona daoibh!
Aine Máire De Búrca
Acting Principal
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