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Dear Parents/Guardians/Families and Colleagues, Brat Bríd Oraibh! 

Two weeks ago we celebrated St Brigid’s Day. This is a very special Feast Day in Ireland signifying rebirth 

and renaissance in life and in nature. St Brigid was the Good Goddess of the ancient Celts, the fertile Goddess 

who gives birth to new beginnings and the promise of plenty to come. St Brigid’s Day marked the start of the 

second season of the year. The first was Samhain, the time of darkness, when the earth is pregnant with hope. 

The second was Imbolc when the fertile Goddess symbolises new life, new possibilities. So, St Brigid’s Day 

has its origins in the ancient Celtic Festival of Imbolc/Imbolg and it is the festival of new life and new hope. In 

the past, women were known to invoke the spirit of St Brigid and prayed to her for help in childbirth. In many 

places, people still gather at Holy Wells to perform communal rituals passed down through generations- 

something is always left behind, a flower, coin, a message of love and hope.  

The government has decided that next year there will be a new national holiday, equivalent to that given to St 

Patrick, and will be accorded to Brigid, saint, goddess, matron of poetry, and healing. To be held on the nearest 

Monday to February 1st (feast of St Brigid and traditional date of Brigid’s festival of Imbolg), next year it will 

be on February 6th. This decision merely recognises the rising interest in the figure of Brigid and the role of 

women in Irish society. Indeed, in a post-Covid world, we might well be able to reflect further on her role, 

asking how the integration of nature, culture and technology can serve to heal our wounds and the vulnerable 

earth. 

 

St Brigid’s Crosses are an ancient symbol of blessing, benevolence and good will. People believed St Brigid 

crossed through the island of Ireland on the eve of her feast day and gave blessings and protection to homes and 

farms where crosses were hung over doorways and cow sheds to protect households and farm animals. These 

crosses were woven out of rushes or straw and are woven still for use in homes and on farms every year. St 

Brigid’s Cross is very much the creative symbol or logo of RTE Radio and Television since its inception in the 

early days of the sixties. 

From the first stirrings of Springtime around St Brigid’s Day, the frost and the snow may come but the earth is 

stirring. You will see plants peep up through the frosty ground because the frosts and the winter landscape have 

sheltered the soil. There are many signs also to tell you that Spring has been declared: hedgerows are taking on 

new shoots before they are fully dressed in leaves. The wildflowers of the woodland are totally dependent on 

the amount of light coming through and this is why so many of them flower early in Spring before the trees 

have had time to become fully dressed in leaves. The carpet of bluebells that opens up beneath the hazel trees 

shortly, is one of my favourite pictures of the woodland in the early weeks of Spring. The haze of blue is like a 

view of the ocean or the sky. After the long months of dullness with monotone green and grey, the woodland is 

suddenly alight with colour and sound summoning us to this new festival of light and birth in nature.  

 

Nature has taken a bad hammering from people over the centuries and in this century especially. We need to do 

everything possible to restore maximum biodiversity to counter the destructive forces that envelop us all. The 

naturalist, John Muir, wrote of the healing power of nature “Come to the woods, for here is rest. There is no 

repose like that of the green deep woods”. So, may the new festival of Brigid usher in an Irish springtime of 

festivals which nurture Brigid’s generosity towards the poor, provide an opportunity to honour and respect 



diversity, to fully appreciate the healing power of nature, to empower women and to bring about a new 

springtime in spiritual consciousness. Music, dance and poetry were dear to Brigid’s interests for she regarded 

these activities as suffused with spiritual meaning. She saw art and weaving as a religious activity, which is 

really a keeping faith with the sources of one’s being and in the pure sense of the words, are a form of prayer 

and praise. She has much to teach us as educators! 

 

• 5th Class kept faith with the sources of their being and had hours of interesting conversation while they 

constructed their St. Brigid’s crosses with Ms. Quinn. The fruits of their labours were brought home to 

you with a smile. Thank you, Ms. Quinn, for collecting all of those rushes in the fields of West 

Wicklow! 

 

• A number of classes paid attention to the beginning of the Chinese New Year. They reminded us that 

this is the Year of the Tiger, so anyone born this year (every 12 years it is repeated) will be full of 

‘courage, strength and determination’ according to Chinese custom. 

 

• Parent Teacher Meetings: Thank you to all who helped to make these meetings run so smoothly, 

especially in adhering to our Covid safety measures. Honest dialogue is very helpful in giving all of us 

a better understanding of the children’s learning needs and how we can better support each child in our 

care. This was a very good opportunity to discuss your child’s learning and raise any concerns you may 

have had with his/her teacher. If you were unable to attend, please make an appointment through the 

office with Siobhán or Fiona to arrange another suitable time. 

 

• We are delighted to announce that the Department of Education and Skills has granted us the funding 

to replace windows across the school and these works will most likely ensue over the summer months. 

We are also very pleased that building works for  two new classrooms will begin on the north wing later 

in the year. 

 

• Seachtain ne Gaeilge: Mrs Davenport is leading our drive to promote the enjoyment of 

Gaeilge across the school. A number of activities are being planned for Seachtain na Gaeilge, 

which runs from the 1st to the 17th of March. Irish dances are being practised in the children’s 

pods at present in some of the classes and we hope to include some Sean Nós also. Lá Pancόga 

(Pancake Tuesday) will kick start the fortnight of activities, which is a tasty way to begin! Each 

day we will have phrása an lae (phrase of the day), Gaeilgeoir an lae (Irish speaker of the day) 

and Amhráin (songs) as well as Ealaíon (Art) based on Seanfhocail (wise sayings). Our 

Dabbledoo Music Programme has a focus on Gaelic/tradional music and we hope to have a 

session of Irish Traditional Music outdoors, weather permitting.  

 

• It has been decided to assign Monday, 21st March as our school closure date due to the recent 

announcement of an additional Bank Holiday on Friday 18th March which has impacted our school 

calendar.  Therefore, our school will be closed on Thursday 17th, Friday 18th and Monday 21st 

March. 

 

• Parents’ Association:  The PA would like to highlight World Down Syndrome Day which 

takes place on March 21st. As we will not be at school that day we will mark this very important 

occasion the following day on Tuesday March 22nd. This will be a non-uniform day on which 

we wear odd socks to school, on purpose! A donation of €2.00 per child would be deeply 

appreciated. 

 

• Daffodil Day: As Daffodil Day(25th March) is so close to World Down Syndrome Day, we 

have decided to postpone our non-uniform day for this worthy cause to the Friday of the Easter 

holidays, 8th April. We will turn the school yellow that day by wearing as much yellow as we can 

instead of uniforms. A small donation may be made on that day if you wish to do so. We all 

know someone whose life has been impacted by Cancer. 

 

•  Sports and Games: We are thrilled to have installed our two new indoor/outdoor table tennis tables 

at the school. We are also very pleased with our brand new volleyball net and hope to have these 

games up and running after mid-term break. Thank you, yet again, to the Parents’ Association for all of 

their fundraising activities which have supported us in acquiring this new sports’ equipment for our 



school. We also salvaged the old basketball hoops which were sanded and painted by Seán Murray 

Quinn in 6th Class and pals. We plan to attach these to the gables at strategic locations on the long yard, 

which will add to our yard time activity. 

 

• Science and Technology: Engineers’ Week and Technology Week both take place in March. We are 

planning some workshops for some of the classes towards the end of the month (after Seachtain na 

Gaeilge). If there are any parents who would like to get involved with any Science or Engineering 

projects, we would be delighted to know how you could help us. Please email the office to express your 

interest to us. We hope that some of our middle and senior classes will take part in the ESB Science 

Blast project during the month of March. 

 

• Kilmacanogue Juvenile GAA 2022 Season Details: Please find attached to this email a pdf Flyer 

showing the dates of the Juvenile GAA games. All contact details for coaches are listed there.  

 

• We have been given a date for the 6th Class Confirmation Ceremony which is to take place on 

Wednesday, 16th March at 11 a.m. in St. Mochonóg’s Church. Fr. Hyacinth is delighted to let us 

know that the Apostolic Nuncio, Archbishop Jude Thaddeus Okolo, will be officiating at the 

ceremony and we are most pleased to announce that Ms. Burnham’s 5th Class will be the choir to 

enhance the ritual and ceremony on the day. The Confirmation candidates will share their pew with their 

family and Sponsor. The remainder of attendees will be seated in the back gallery, side gallery and to the 

right or left of the altar. Masks/face coverings are required to be worn in the church. 

 

• 6th Class will celebrate their Service of Light a week prior to the Confirmation, on Wednesday, 9th 

March at 8 p.m. in St. Mochonóg’s Church. This is a lovely ceremony, very calm and meaningful. 

 

• 2nd Class will celebrate their Sacrament of Reconciliation (First Confession) on Wednesday 30th 

March during school hours. Thank you to Mr. O’Farrell for giving of your time and self in leading the 

children of 2nd Class on the morning of their preparation Mass recently. Their First Holy Communion 

will take place in St. Mochonóg’s Church on Saturday 21st May at 10 a.m. 

 

• Throughout February, the focus of Religion classes in school are as follows: Junior Infants: Jesus as 

the Good Shepherd, teaching us how to live; Senior Infants: St. Brigid, God Cares for Us in Spring and 

We Listen to Stories; 1st Class: The Lost Sheep, We celebrate God’s forgiveness in the Sacrament of 

Reconciliation and We Listen to the Gospel at Mass; Second Class: Choices, Zacchaeus and the choices 

he made; 3rd Class: Responding to God’s Call, Love God, Love Your Neighbour, Living the Great 

Commandment; 4th Class: Remembering St. Brigid, Living the Commandment of Love, I Have a 

Conscience, I Can Choose; 5th Class: Jesus Teaches Us to Act Justly, The Beatitudes, We are Called to 

Care for Our Common Home; 6th Class: St. Brigid and Other Women of Faith, Traditions in the 

Christian Family; All of the lessons are supported by Scripture readings, songs/poems and prayers. Each 

class has a prayer space which reflects the themes of the lessons.  

 

• Lent begins on Wednesday 2nd March. We are sending home your Trόcaire Lent Box today. Climate 

change, Covid and poverty around the world have left many families on the edge of disaster. This annual 

Lenten appeal will help such people. The boxes can be returned to the school just before Easter holidays 

begin. 

 

• St. Vincent de Paul: If you know anyone in our own community who would like support, please find 

here the contact details for SVP House in Dublin. This office will direct you to the local SVP support 

officers. 
 
East Region 
SVP House, 91-92, Sean McDermott Street, Dublin, Dublin 1, Phone: 01-8550022, Email: info.east@svp.ie 
National Office 
SVP House, 91-92, Sean McDermott Street Lower, Dublin, D01 WV38, Phone: 01 8848200 , Email: 
info@svp.ie 

• Green school update:      Green Flag for Water.  

https://www.svp.ie/What-We-Do/Local-Offices/East-Region.aspx
https://www.svp.ie/What-We-Do/Local-Offices/National-Office.aspx


Ms. Denvir and Ms. Burnham have re-started the School’s application for the Green Flag for water  awarded 

by An Taisce. We already have our ‘Waste and Litter’ flag and our ‘Energy’ flag.  

Did you know that the average daily use of water per person in Ireland is 129 litres a day! 

Water is the healthiest possible drink for children and adults. Adults should try to drink about 3 litres of water a 

day, 1 - 1.5 litres for children, but what about the water that gets wasted? The children have been thinking of 

ways we could all reduce our water waste. Their top tip for this newsletter is a question.   

Do you have a condenser tumble dryer?  

If you do, what happens to the collected water? Is it poured down the sink?  

The children in 5th class thought of some great ideas to re-use this water which is not suitable for human 

consumption but can still be re-used:  

(1)Pour it into a watering can and water the plants.  (2)Use it to wash the car.  (3) Use it to wash the 

windows. 

Will you join the Condenser Campaign?  

Think about other uses for this water, write them down and bring them into Ms. Burnham. There will be a prize 

for the best ideas.  

More top tips for saving water and competitions to enter in the next newsletter as well as an update on ‘Project 

Pond’.  

KNS water slogan is ‘Save the water to survive because then you’ll be alive’  

                      
 

• Music: Éamonn Cagney, gave two days of workshops to the children on the 2nd and 3rd of 

February. Éamonn grew up on the Atlantic coast of Donegal where traditional Irish music, 

language, landscape and culture surrounded him. Éamonn’s drumming workshops were a big hit 

with your children and indeed with the staff! Many of the children expressed wishes to have 

Éamonn back again. We will see if this is possible. 

 

• Music Classes:  Guitar lessons will begin after mid-term break. Please email the office if your 

child is interested in availing of these lessons, which will, most likely take place on Wednesdays 

after school. Places will be limited and on a first come, first served basis. 

 

•  Cello lessons are in full swing now on Tuesdays. Four young cello students are engaging 

eagerly with their instruments and teacher, Oona Whelan. Yo-Yo Ma would be impressed! 

 

• Harp Classes will begin after Easter with Rachel Kelly, PhD, and there are four more 

students awaiting their golden opportunity to play this beautiful instrument. We have 

applied to Cairde na Cruite (Friends of the Harp) for the loan of some harps for the summer term 

and await their reply. Ultimately, we would like to have a Harp Ensemble at the school, The 

Academy of St. Mochonόg’s on the Hill, perhaps! 

 

• We also await Tim Doyle, Music Graduate, after Easter who is offering violin lessons 

(Classical), so please let the office know if you would like to have your name on that list. 

Tim will be teaching tin whistle to 4th and 5th Classes also. Once again we thank the parent of 

former pupils who attended the school, for sponsoring the cost of very good quality tin whistles 

(Fleadh Cheoil standard) with her extremely generous donation of €500. We are deeply 

grateful to her. This deep respect for our heritage is heartfelt. 

 

• On another note, 3rd Class Orange received a Tweeted message from Astronaut Chris 

Hadfield during the week! They had been reading his book, The Darkest Dark, with their teacher, Ms. 

O’Gorman. SNA Roisín spotted an opportunity to let Chris Hadfield know how much the children had 

enjoyed his book, when the author himself replied promptly with his tweet! Wasn’t that something?! 



 
 

• Madame Madeleine De Bairéid’s courses in Introduction to French Language and Culture 

with 4th, 5th and 6th Classes are very interesting and are giving the children a good foundation in 

the basics of the language. This will also promote confidence in these young students as they 

prepare for the transition to secondary school in coming months and years. Those children of 

French parentage in the school add an extra positive dimension to the classes.  

 

• Enniskerry Welcomes Writing Competition: on the following page of this Newsletter, you 

will find the second of the published winning entries which was written by Saoirse Lavery 6th 

Class. We will publish the third and final one (by Ava Sands) in the next Newsletter in March. 

Well done to Saoirse on this very powerful piece of prose. 

 

 

Slán agus Beannacht, 

 

Ann Marie 

 

Ann Marie Bourke  

(Acting Principal) 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• 3rd Class found their inner beat 

while drumming this week and 

enjoyed designing their colourful 

Saint Brigid’s crosses. 

 

3rd Class Green 
 

 5th Class 

• 5th Class were making 

Saint Brigid’s crosses 

with Ms Quinn and doing 

some science 

experiments linked to our 

theme of ‘Water’. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

The Diary of a Refugee 
Dear Diary, 

My name is Aisha. I’m fourteen years old. Sadly, today I got the news, I have to leave 

Afghanistan! It’s always been my home, but the Taliban haven’t let my sister and I go to school 

in weeks, we have to stay at home in our house all day. My sister, Esin, said we should disguise 

ourselves as boys but she’s too little to understand the risk. We have booked passage on an 

aeroplane to Ireland and my friend Emma Dil is also coming. I am so frightened about it; I 

know very little English and I’m not even sure where we will be staying. We are going into a 

refugee program when we get there. Ireland is supposed to be a beautiful country but I’m 

leaving my whole family behind and can’t help being scared. 

I’m going to the airport now and we are ready for the journey ahead. The flight is fifteen hours 

long including stopovers and we will get to see lots of new places; I haven’t ever even been out 

of Afghanistan. 

We said goodbye to our parents, lots of tears were shed. Esin was holding onto our father so 

tight she wouldn’t let go! Emma Dil and I had to pull her on the waist to get her off. Then we 

made our way to the plane and it took off. 

On the flight we all felt a little bit sick, it was all new for us! We were with so many terrified 

people, all scared of the new place. The children were rather enjoying themselves, all looking 

out the windows and seeing what was below! Many hours later a child of about five yelled out 

‘Water! I can see water!’, everyone, men, women and children, scrambled to the window. There 

we all saw the glistening, blue and green water! It was beautiful, we all gasped at the sight and 

then we knew everything would be alright!  

 

By Saoirse Lavery 

6th Class 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 4th Class 4th 

Class were busy 

this month 

working on their 

projects, 

‘Someone I 

admire’. Artwork: 

Food chains and 

Snowflakes. 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• 6th Class enjoyed Eamonn’s 

workshop and exploring the rhythm of 

the drums. 
 

 

 

 

 

6th Class 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


